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TELCON 

The President 
Ball 

12/29/65, 3:30 P.M. 

Ball reported to the Pres that he had had a long 
conversation with Goldberg. G had been received by the 
Pope within an hour and a half after after getting off 
the plane. He spent one hour privately with the Popes. The 
Pope was very pleased that the Pres had sent Goldberg and 
he was also pleased with the President's message. The 
Pope is very disturbed about the situation. The Pope thought 
the Aide Memare that we had given the NVN Govt a great 
step forward and that the President's action in suspending 
the bombing a major step. The Pope has received wires from 
Ho Chi Minh which have been made public. They are very 
harsh and disturbing. He also received a message from the 
SVN Govt which he regards as hopeful. The Pope says he is ' 
going to continue his efforts. He has two avenues: 1) through 
the Apostelic Delegate in Saigonr -Palmas — with whom Lodge 
has already been in contact andy'Ahodain who is a Frenchman 
and is the President of CARITAS . The Pope is trying to get 
Rhodain into NVN. Ball said the Pope had told G that he' was 
delighted that we had explained what we were doing to the 
Soviet Union and also to the Eastern European Bloc. The Pope 
has a feeling that the Soviet Union could be a useful force. 

The Pope is disturbed about the attitude of Peiping and he 
wants to do everything possible that would he helpful. The 
Pope does not want to do anything that would be disturbing 
to the President's efforts. The Pope said he would work only 
through the above two channels. He dismissed La Pira as being 
a nice fellow but useless in this situation. 

Ball told the Pres that the Pope was preparing a reply to 
his letter and he hopes to have it delivered by G. 

B said Goldberg was paying his courtesy calls on the Govt 
and leaving tomorrow. B said G would be issuing a very brief 
statement which would really be just the first: 2-3 lines of the 
letter to the Pope. It will be released by the Emb, and the 
Pope has already approved it. 
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B told the Pres that Goldberg felt that the mission 
had served its purpose and the Pope was greatly gratified 
by the President's initiative in sending him and the letter. 
The Vatican is doing all it can. G emphasized the Popes 
anxiety over the harsh line coming out of Piping. 

Ball said we had had cables in from Harriman saying 
he had talked with the Polish Govt (the entire key people). 
Harriman outlined the President's position, and while 
Rapatski, the Foreign Minister, felt the Aide Memoire to NVN 
might appear as an ultimatum because it contained an implied 
threat to resume bombing, Rapatski accepted the arguments that 
Harriman made — we were giving Hanoi an opportunity to move 
toward a peaceful settlement if it wanted to do so. 

Ball said he thought everything was in hadxas hand as 
well as could be. Ball said we were awaiting word from the 
Hungarians about the postponement of Harriman going to 
Budapest. The Yugoslavs are talking about Harriman seeing 
Tito. 


Ball said he needed guidance on whether we should have 
Goldberg go on to Paris to see De Gaulle after finishing in 
Italy or whether you want Harriman to do it. Pres said it 
had been indicated to Goldberg that he might do it. Harriman 
has done it before and it might be a good thing to let 
Goldberg take a whizz at it. Pres said if Harriman ran out of 
people to see he might go by and see Wilson. 

Bali told the Pres we had to be careful if we sent someone 
to see Wilson or Erhard. If one is visited, both will have to 
be visited. Pres thought perhaps we did not need to go to 
either place. Pres said he agreed if one place is covered both 
must be covered. 

Ball said he would arrange for Goldberg to go to Paris 
and Harriman into Belgrade. 

Pres asked if Ball had heard anything from the Soviets. 

Ball replied nothing. He thought Thompson might have a private 
conversation with Dobrynin this afternoon. Thompson did not 
want to initiate the visit himself because of the press interest. 
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Pres asked if Ball had considered the wisdom of calling 
Pulbright and Mansfield. Ball told the Pres that Fulbright 
was in Puerto Rico and he hated to call him on an open line. 
Johnson told Ball that both Mansfield and Dirksen were in 
Florida and we would just wait until it was over with. 





